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THE NEWS PUBLICATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE 1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 


VOLUME XI-NUMBER 4-JANUARY/FEBRUARY-199 


Putting faces to the names you have only read about until now, hereis your new Torque Tube Team 
Front row, left to right Dug Waggoner, Don Micheletti, Harry Logan and Jim Flack. Standing, 
George Canavan and Wayne Chan. Two representative vehicles of the club are from, left to right 
Wayne Chan's 1937 Special 2 door trunk back sedan and Don Micheletti's 1938 Roadmaster sedan 


ina film called THE SHELTERING DESERT. 


fii 


1938 Century Model 61 sedan belonging to Peter Breitenstein (#989) from NAMIBIA in Africa. This 
photo was taken at a recent rally through Etosha National Game Park. The Buick had a leading role 


WELCOME TO VOLUME XI, NUMBER 4 


By Wayne Chan #140 


NO, THE TORQUE TUBE IS NOT DEAD! 


Before we introduce ourselves, we all owe 
‘great big" THANK YOU" to BILL OLSON for the 
tremendous job he has done in keeping the 1937-38 
Buick Club viable with the wonderful publication 
and other administrative duties such as member- 
ship, etc for so many 
years. A truly thankless job 
with no end and really amonu- 
mental task done the " old 
fashioned " way as we have 
discovered. Once upon atime, 
Theaded the Northern Califor: 
nia Chapter of the BCA as 
either chairman orsecretary for 
several years and suffered the 
same “old car burnout” that 
Professor Olson now states he 
has been afflicted with..,..and 
my job was much smaller! 

Bill's task hasnow been 
shouldered by Harry Logan 
(Editor), Dug Waggoner (Art Director), Jim Flack 
(Membership), George Canavan (Advertising), Don 
Micheletti (Technical Editor), and Wayne Chan 
(Contributing Editor). Bill Olson isalsoa contribut 
ingeditor whenever he feelsit’stime tospice upour 


ete 


our pages. And most important. thisisanenthusiast 
publication for enthusiasts....we are not profes- 
sional writers. Please, if you have constructive 
Criticism, suggestions, or better yet, 1937-38 Buick 
articles, stories, or pictures, writeitdown, send itin, 
and we'll publish it! Atleast in the near future. The 
Torque Tube will remain approximately as it has 
been, buta few of us plan to phase in new features 


Bill Olson and Harry Logan sharing the 
warm California sunshine at the 1991 
National Buick Meet in Sacramento, CA 


we think will be of interest to all the membership. 
In addition to technical articles and stories 
about cars, we plan to profile our members, and as 
we possess a nice collection of historical archives 
which Bill hasaccumulated over the yearsand many 
other items among the local 
members, we shall try to hav 
flashbacks correlating, adv 
uisements, world events, etc,, | 
with the 1935-41 period. We 
may try eventually to feature 
‘centerfold’ cars! Anotheride: 
that was discussed was having 
tegional reporters in various 
paris of the country reporting, 
on cars and events elsewhere 
Please give us some inptit_ or 
should you wish to volunteer 
yourservices, wewelcome you 
with OPEN ARMS. 


Now to introduc 
ourselves to you: 


RY LOGAN, Faior. When I first 
Harry, he was still the proud owner 
Jof 1938 Chevrolet business coupe-this 
wasjustlikehisfirstcar, sohe had tohave one again! 
But, as with all auto enthusiasts, he soon got “itchy 
feet” and started looking at 1938 BUICK coupes. 
After looking at a number of cars, he decided on a 
big block” 1938 665 which he drives proudly 
everywhere. Over a period of about five years, he 
has corrected virtually every flaw in the restoration 
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ofthecarhepurchased. Thisman hasalotofenergy 
and enthusiasm for old cars and now knows 1937- 
38 Buicks, bolt for bolt better than virtually anyone 
else in this area! 

He is a retired video producer for Hewlett 
Packard here in Palo Alto, California. He is mighty 
| handy with his camera and has a HUGE photo and 
literature collection relevant to 1937-38 Buicks as 
well as other old cars. He is also a collector of war 
memorabilia, magazines, etc. Folks, believe me, 
your editorisone great fellow and a tireless worker! 
With the memberships support and respect that 
comes with the job, Harry, aseditor , will no doubt 
bea valuable resource for our great Torque Tube. 
He LOVES 1937-38 Buicks! 


UG WAGGONER, Art Director. Now this 

[gentleman has a distinguished thirty year 

career applying his skills as an illustrator 
and graphic designer. He is undoubtedly going to 
play a very major part in the continued success and 
improvement of The Torque Tube. Dug has been 
well known for his artistic contributions to the 
publications of the Contemporary Historical Ve- 
hicle Association (CHVA): this has included the 
‘cover masthead for the national club magazine, the 
Action Era Vehicle, membership applications and 
the program cover paintings for their annual Saint 
Mary's Concours d'Elegance, two of which were 
reproduced on the coversof OldCars Weekly. Other 
projects include creating ads for Dave Lewis plus 
adsanda fresh new catalog for Bobs Automobilia 

In the formative years of the 1937-38 Buick 

Club, Dug was one the first members to join (#10) 
| ea support Dave's efforts with graphic images for 
| the early Swap ’'n Sell Newsletters. The club shield, 

the Torque Tube Masthead, both old and new, are 
Dugsbrainwork! He also worked with Bill Olson 
to create editorial/cover illustrations and a contest 
to change the moniker to the Torque Tube (contest 
winner credit goes to Bob Trucax,#351). 

Thus, we have a very perceptive person in 
his business and in our old car hobby. We are 
extremely fortunate to have such an enthusiastic 
supporter as Dug. Yes, he does own a 1938 Buick 
model-44, wo doorsportssedan (slantback), which 
is in the midst of a complete restoration! 
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IM FLACK, Roster. It was ten years ago or 

so that I first met Jim who was a member 

of the Northern California Buick Chapter. 
‘AL that time, he had recently purchased a'37 46S 
and hassince restored it tonice condition. Since we 
live close together, I frequently see Jim driving 
around the area in this car. Years ago, there was a 
Lincoln Continental Mark Il in his possession. 

Jim lives in a lovely vintage home built in 
1937 and furnished in period furniture and an- 
tiques. He is intensely interested in the Art Deco 
era and is a member of the local Art Deco Society. 

In recent months, Jim has been fortunate 
enough to acquire an all original "38 81F from a 
party in Southern California, so now with a'37 and 
4°38 he isa “two Buick man.” 

He is employed by Atari, a video company 
that designs visual methods for teaching peace 
officers techniques for high speed auto chases! His 
“high-tech” expertise and advice should greatly 
facilitate the maintenance of our club roster and 
modernization of our publication techniques for 
our Torque Tube magazine. 


EORGE CANAVAN, Advertising, He's 
another local old car person that doesn't 
leva few days go by that we wouldn't see 
George commuting in his "37 67. He isa do-it- 
yourself enthusiast. He also owns a lovely '65 
Lincoln 4 door convertible. He has been into cars 
for years and considers “variety the spice of life.” 
Each car he has owned has been a treatise on the 
technology of the time/country and on the quality 
ofagiven manufacturer: he has owned such carsas 
440 Ford commercial vehicle, '51 Ford business 
coupe, a very low mileage "56 DeSoto sedan, a 
vintage Citroen, Datsun Fairlady roadster, 50's 
‘Austin Healy, ete. He has had sports cars and has 
autocrossed and raced very quick automobiles. 
Away from cars, George works in market- 
ing management fora Fortune 500corporation and 
‘over the years, his work has allowed him to travel 
extensively across the US and in Asia. He is active 
in the local Art Deco Society and promises Bill 
Olson that his 1937 Century will EVENTUALLY be 
Hampton Grey with grey Bedford Cord interior! 


ON MICHELETTI, Technical Editor. For 

about 15 years orso! have known Don. We 

first met in the Northern California Buick 
Chapter and went om many a tour together in the 
late 1970sand early 80's. Heisanother “hands on” 
old car man with a tremendous mechanical apti- 
tude, He does virtually all hisown workand realizes 
exactly what needs to be done. Heownsa 1938465, 
1938 81, 1918 Buick touring car, and has owned 
in the past, 1910, 1931, 1932 Buicks, and a 1957 
(Olds "88." In keeping with his mechanical side, he 
also belongs to the local railroad society that re- 
stores 1:1 scale locomotives. The man has steam in 
hisblood. Heisamechanicalengineerwith Raychem. 
A tremendous friend of old cars! 


WW. AYNE CHAN, Contributing Editor My 
love for 1937-38 Buicks goes back to age 

3.when I first realized what a car was. My 
father owned a 1937 47 during and immediately 
after World Warll (total of seven years) andl knew 
our old car well...it was really a friend. 1 drew 
pictures of 1937-38 Buicks, their speedometers, 


—_ FORO Tot 


The TORQUE TUBE is published bi-monthly for the enjoyment of the 1937-1938 Buick Club 
Membership dues are $30.00 per year US, $31.00 (US) per year Canada; for overseas and multi- 
year rates please contact the editor. All memberships run from September 1 (0 August 31 of the 
next year, Dues are not prorated; however, persons joining during a membership year prior (o 
June 1 receive all issues since the preceding annual starting date of September 1 


Please send all articles, ads subscriptions and inquires, etc. to: 
‘THE TORQUE TUBE 


1005 RILMA LANE 
LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 


dashes, etc. for entertainment....talk about a “one 
track mind:” (my mother’s description)! 

T collect old auto literature with specialty 
being BUICK, of all makes! The house also has 
about 3-400 miniature cars and several one off 
1937-38 Buicks in scale. 1 am a past chairman/ 
secretary of the Northern California Chapter of 
BCA in the early 1980's. T have owned several old 
cars: 1950 Olds "88," 1941 Buick 41 SE, 1941 465, 
but have since 1977 devoted my attention and care 
to the restoration and maintenance of a 78,000 
original mile 1937 48 that is my pride and joy. 
OCCUPATION: Physician (Dermatologist) in pri- 
vate practice. Other hobbies: love to cook and 
dabble in wine collecting/tasting and classical mu- 


S109. 5. there you have all the various back- 


grounds of the new Torque Tube Team. We hope 
youcontinue toenjoy the 1937-38Buick Club, your 
cars, and this publication as it continues “under 
new management.” To me , 1937-1938 Buicks will 
alwaysbe NUMEROUNO! May 1993be happyand 
prosperous for all of you. 
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"37238 EAST& WEST COAST MEETS | 


EAST COAST MEET... Lou Wildt (#245) and 
Kich Dickman (#765) are considering putting to- 
gether a 37-38 meet in the Ohio Tri-State area 

They are going to check it out and let us 
know and welll publish it in the Torque Tube. 

WEST COAST MEET...Bill Schaeffer (#622) 
and Tare planning on piggy-backing a'37238 short 
touratthe end of the Yosemite AllGM Fun Run May 
2010May 23. Thiswould be the morning of Sunday 
May 23, Most of the members will be staying in the 
Fish Camp/Oakhurst area 

We would leave the Tenaya Lodge in Fish 
Camp where the meet is being held around 10 AM 
and caravan to Mariposa where we would have 
breakfast at the Miner's Inn, There is also the 
possibility of visiting a wrecking yard in the area 


with cars from the 40's up. There will be more 


details in your next issue of the Torque Tube. 

The GM Fun Run is sponsored by the 
Capitol Chapter of the BCA and Carl and Judy Dahl 
(#868) are helping to put iton. There will bea tour 
of Bass Lake including lunch anda ride on the Sugar 
Pine Railroad on Friday May 21. A Yosemite tour is 
planned for Saturday as well assupperat the Lodge. 
Contact the Dahl's at (916) 441-2507 to register. 

The Meet will beat the Tenaya Lodge in Fish 
Camp (800) 635-3807. $119/per night plus % tax, 
There are other moteVhotels at around $85/3% 
such as the Narrow Guage Inn 2 miles away. The 
number is (209) 683-7720. There are also some 
more Inns in nearby Oakhurst 


The key point is that May isthe busy season 


in Yosemite, so get your hoteVmotel reservations in 


now, You can always change later if you have to. 


Viewing and photographing 
tight confin 


o 


UT 


¢ engine of the “38 Century sedan by Curt Brohard in the 
of the warehouse made for a difficult task 
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io 


38-61 with owner Bill Starr 


(Curt Brohard (#554) phoned to ask me if 
would go with him to look at a°38 Century 4 door 
sedan forsale. Italong with 52 other cars from 1914 
Model T's, 20's Buick sedan, '30 LaSalle, °39 Buick 
convertable, 41 Cadillacconvertable etc. werestored 
ina warehouse in Oakland, CA. 

Curt and 1 met Bill Starr, the owner at the 
warehouse. All the cars were packed tightly to- 
gether with a small aisle between them, 

About half way through the warehouse, we 
spotted a Gainsborough Blue"38-61. The paint was 


original as was the rest of the car. The original 
upholstery was protected with seat covers and was 
in good condition as was the woodgraining, 
The car had a 1960's license plates and had 
not been driven in years. There was no rust any 
where. The trunk containedaboxofnew PortaWalls, 
used to make whitewalls out of blackwall tires. 
Thecarneededatotal restoration. Unfortu 
nately, the owner must have bad eyesight as he 
seems to believe it's already restored based on the 
$15,000 firm he's asking. Thanks but no thanks! 


Engine compartment with original radiator, air cleaner and Stromberg 


AAV-2 carbure 


tor. The hose running over the valve cover goes to the windshield wiper. Note the caris 
late ‘38 as indicated by the lack of a center stud on the valve cover. Buick switched from 
30.2 studs at SIN 3525209 for Series 60-80-90 and S/N 4-3534043 for Series 40 cars. 


TORQUE TUBE JANUARY / FERRUARY 1993 


SMPARISON KORNER 


By Harry Logan, Editor 


Being an analytical type person and a 
history buff, I enjoy comparing things. 1 lived in 
England and Belgium for 5 years when I worked as 
a Field Engineer for Hoffman Electronics Corp. in 
the 60's, [would go to historical sites (I used to pass 
Waterloo every day on the way to work when [lived 
in Belgium) with pictures of what it looked like 
years before and compare the changes. 

Thadachance todo thisagain lastyear when 
Ivisited Dave Lewisin Springfield, Illinois, Abraham 
Lincoln's hometown. I had some old magazines 
with engravings of Lincoln's burial. I went to the 
cemetaryand compared his original tomb (he's now 
interred with his family in a monument a short 
distance away) to the engravings 


‘37 emblem is from an unrestored car. 
background is silver 


The emblem is chrome plated brass, 
The raised letters are chromed. The louvers were originally 


There's an interesting magazine called “Af- 
terthe Battle” that features articles on WW Il events 
with “now and then” photos 

These things inspired me to havea column 
in each issue of the Torque Tube comparing various 
aspects of our Buicks, I mentioned this idea to 
Charles Jekofsky #524 who has sent me some 
photos of his fathers "38-665 taken in 1941 and 
photos of his 38-61 taken in 1993 at the same 
Washington, D.C locations......a52year timespan. 
(Look for it in the next issue) 

‘Tobegin ourcomparisons between ourtwo 
vehicles, let's look at'37 and"38 hood louver model 
name emblems. The differences between the two 
are rather obvious but might surprise you. 


The 


silver but have turned brown over the years due to surface rust. This is usually the 


case with unrestored cars. (The Buick is George Canavan's 37-67). 


‘38 emblem. The louvers are painted silver. The emblems again chrome plated brass 


The edges of the letters are left chromed while the insides are painted red. 


The 


background is silver like the louvers. (The Buick is Charles Jekofsky's 38-61) 
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To restore an emblem, first have it chromed and then paint it. For a ‘37, paint the 
background silver to match the hood louvers. Many ‘37 owners paint the background 
black or the body color. This makes the letters stand out but is not the way they were 
originally when they left the factory 


° 


A wintery scene in Connecticut and a nice looking 
belonging to Classic Car Sales. I hope they take the car i ati 


taphael green ‘38 Century Convertible, The car 
1. How much snow can that top hold? 
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~ SAVE'THOSE OLD ISSUES OF 
THE TORQUE TURE 


By Saul Hoffman #666 


ast August at the ALL GM MEET in Santa 
B Maria, Ca,, 1 purchased my bumper badge 

fromalocal person who had noted the hole 
in the front bumper of my 38 Business coupe. The 


badge was in fairly good shape but overchromed 
and poorly hand painted 
‘but the price was right 
Last Sunday after 
the football games, I de- 
cided to tacklea small job 
and chose to repaint the 
bumper badge. The pre- 
vious owner had used a 
blue paint for the “8” and 
stripe, and painted the 
raised B-U--CK letters 
blue. This didn't look 
righttome, I removed all 
of the blue paint, looked 
at the shiny badge and 
thought how the hell do 
paint iQ” There wasn't very good definition be- 
tween the raised letters and the background be- 
‘cause of the heavy layer of chrome. I knew that 
Harry Logan hada bumper badge on his'38 Century 
coupe, bute livesan hour fromme,andssinceitwas 
raining like hell, I wasn't about to put on the old 
galoshesand hike over to Harry's place in Los Altos. 
Twent to the bookcase where I keep my old 
car magazines and pulled out the pile of Torque 
Tubes. Loand behold, righton the cover of Volume 
1X, Number 4 (January, 1991) was a picture of the 
nose end of a'38, high-lighting a bumper badge. It 
was there I noticed that the raised BUICK letters 
were not painted, but instead the background was 
painted....sort of in bas relief. The photo was good 
enough to show the detail of a separation between 
the lower part of the eight and the solid stripe that 


goes through that part of the eight. 

Tused Dupli-Color Touch-Up paint, SFGM 
398, GM Code 81/WA 8774, which is described as 
General Motors Corp. Bright Red Clearcoat 1985- 
1990. (Yeah, know, it’s supposed to be black, but 
my car came with red 
wheels, red painted hub 
caps and red bumper 
guard stripes which look 
real sharp, and I ain't 
changing the color to 
black), The touch-up 
paint dries very quickly, 
so you have to work care- 
fully. An Exacto knife 
was used to remove ex- 
cess paint 

So save those back 

issuesof The Torque Tube 
‘They may comeinhandy, 
even for litte jobs. 
(Editors Note) If you look closely at "38 bumper 
badgesatcarmeets, you'll see various combinations 
of red and black, Paul Cusano #052 who has 
researched thisbelieves the “BUICK” and the diago- 
nal line are RED and the “8” is BLACK 

Several years ago, I purchased an original 
dinged-up badge showing some age as you might 
guess but with some of paint still left on it. The red 
and black were just as Paul believes 

Again in keeping with the original premise 
of this article, if you dig out your old Torque Tubes 
notice the photo in Volume XI, Number 1, page 6. 
Tewas taken in 1941 and shows Charles Jekofsky’s 
#524 father’s ‘38 Century coupe, The bumper 
badge “8” is darker than the diagonal or BUICK, 
indicating it is black. Again, agreement with Paul 
Cusano. So that’s the way I painted my badge 
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CECIL DON #637 has loved Buicks since 
the age of six when his mother got ‘31 4 door 
sedan. He has lived in Yuba City, near Sacramento 
all his life, He is one of the owners of a thriving 
trucking business and also the director for the 
Capitol Chapter of the Buick Club of America 

When I first met Cecil several years ago, he 
had a'37 Special sedan which he took on many 
tours, Healsohasa’37 Limited Model 91. Butsince 


Cecil's Century 


By Harry Logan 


the day I first met him, he's always wanted 2°37 or 
38 Century. In fact the first thing he eversaid tome 
was: “Do you know of a good Century for sale! 

While at the West Coast Buick Meet last 
August in Washington state, he spotted a’38-67. It 
was love at first sight. The car was not for sale but 
Cecil, known for his persuasive techniques, was a 
able to convinced the owner to part with it and he 
now has his dream car. Man of the Century 


Rare '38 slant back Century sedan. The slantback styling made a more graceful body line 
but the trunk backs were much more popular, probably because they held more luggage 
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FEBRUARY 1991 


Most '38 Century's had a horizontal grained reddish mahogany dashboard with 2 stainless 
trim strips, one at each end (Some Century's had the chevron pattem instead). You can see 
‘one of the trim strips between the glove box door and ash tray. "38 Specials do 

not have these trim strips and also have differ 


woodgraining 


The plush rear seating area for Century has a fold out arm 
rest in the middle plus stainless trim strips attached to the 
bottom of the window garnish mouldings. The Specials, 
although quite comfortable lacked these amenities. 
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1938 SPORTS COUPES 


COASWH2AOD 


Very nice original condition (including the paint) black 38-665 belonging to Larry 
Tindall (#892) of Highstown, NJ. twas featuredin Vol. V,No, 2. of the Torque Tube 
when it was owned by Rocky Farano, #276. 


And a nearly identical shot of Harry Logan's maroon 66S in Los Altos, CA. Now 
hhow’s that for two "38 Century Sport Coupe look-a-likes a continent apart 
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By Tom Kamide 


TheWedding 


‘inine and I met in January of 1990 through 
a mutual friend, 1am 37 years YOUNG, a 
CPA and a partner in a firm here in Syracuse, N.Y. 
Janine, on the other hand, is 28 years OLD 

and is a CPA working for a local CPA firm. 
Asthemonths passed by and after spending 
a significant amount of time with Janine, 1 found 
myself beginning to relent to the sting of the Love 
| Bug, At first, l thought I could never marry a bean 


counter (CPA) since I was one myself. However, 
her beauty and lovely personality finally swept me, 
abachelor of 37 years, off my feet. 

While dating Janine we often went out for 
weekend joy ridesand picnicsin my’38Buick Sport 
Coupe. Wherever we drove, we were sure to draw 
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attention with that beautiful old car. Ona fewof our 
Sunday excursions I even let her drive, something 
I never dreamed I would do, but her beauty was 
always my “weakness”. We were engaged Christ- 
mas of 1991 and set the wedding for October of 
1992. Throughout 1992 we were very busy with all 
the preparation and planning for the big event 

Ipurchased my "38-465 in October of 1988 
from Anthony Genito in Carthage, N.Y. (my home 
town) 85 miles north of Syracuse. The two prior 
‘owners of this fine automobile lived on the same 
block in Carthage and sodid 1. Imagine an automo- 
bile 55 years old and all ofits owners have lived on 
the same block! 

Tl bet that doesn't happen often. 


ince owning the car I've made numerous 
Improvem 

were to rechrome 90% of the car, replace the rear 
wiring harness, recast the steering wheel, sandblast, 
repaintand restripe the wheel rims, and replace the 
interior with a new one from Hampton Coach and 
it turned out great. I could not believe it was the 
same automobile. In September of 1992 | was 
fortunate enough to purchase my third Buick, a 
1937 Model 61 from Robert Lockwood in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Bob is also a "37/38 Club member 
and the car was advertised in the September, 1992 
Torque Tube. [was extremely happy with the car 
Asyoucan see, she isa beauty. But!'ll save thatstory 
for another day, (Ed. And you'll see it here) 


is ther yearly. This years projects 


Tom Kamide (lefo) and his bestman wit 


Senior Trippe lights and a ‘38 dinner gong grille guard which Tom plan 
his 38 coupe. (A much better looking accessory than the after-market variety 


The week before the wedding was crazy,so 
many last minute tasks that needed to be accom- 
plished. At times it was very hectic and like a good 
groom, I concentrated on what 1 thought was 
important like spending the day before the wedding 
‘waxing all my cars. I'm sure that my misdirection 
often caused my Cinderella to transform into the 
Wicked Witch of the West 

The wedding was at 10 AM, so everyone 
was up bright and early. I arrived at my father-in- 
law’s garage at about 8:30 AM to make sure the cars 
were running properly. We were all hoping that 
Friday's weather would continue through Satur: 
day, sunny and 70 degrees, butno such luck. Ibwas 
cloudy and about 60 degrees, not bad for the end of 


s recently purchased 37-61. Itcamewith 


0 put on 
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October in Central New York. We just hoped the 
approaching rain clouds would keep their distance 
until after the wedding 

At about 9 AM, we fired up 
wedding procession of carsconsisted of my"38-46S, 
37-61, and my mother-in-laws 1950 Packard Clip- 
per, my father-in-laws 1967 Buick Le Sabre Coupe 
anda 1989 Jaguar. Upon leaving the garage with the 
Buicks, we headed for my in-laws house to pick up 
the remaining carsand take some pictures. All that 
took about 30 minutes and all the ladies started 
screaming for us to get going to the church since it 
was a ways away. Again we fired up the cars and 
along we went to St. Augustines church in 
Baldwinsville, N.Y. Thisbachelor of 37 years would 
be no more! 

‘Wemadeit to the church on timeand began 
to greet the guests and complete all the other 
sssary tasks before the start of the wedding 
Well, moments later, the bride arrived and I disap- 
peared so as not to see the “Princess” before her 
walk down the aisle. The wedding was over in an 
hour, and just before everyone was about to leave 
thechurch, those distant rain cloudsdecided tostop 
overhead and the rain really began to fall much to 
way. All that waxing and detailing 


the cars, The 


everyone's disn 


just for those rain drops! Well, some people say rain 
isasign of “Good Luck” forthe future, so we should 
have plenty! 

Alter the ceremony, we greeted all our 375 
guests and then off to the reception at the Hotel 
Syracuse. Everything went as planned and every- 
one had asplendid time. The only time I felt a lite 
ill was when I had to write that enormous check. 
“All that forone day!!”, Isaid tomyself. Ipulled out 
my trusty pen, broke out the checkbook, and like a 


good accountant began to let go of some of my 
baptismal money 

Atthe conclusion of the reception everyone 
was invited to an after wedding party at my in-laws, 
The party lasted past midnight bu 
and groom we dashed away to the Honeymoon 
Suite to partake in the Honeymoon festivities. The 
next day at 1:00 PM we began our departure for 
sunny Florida's Walt Disney World in Orlando. We 
had aspectaculartimeand would recommendastay 
toanyone. The eight days went by fastand we were 
back home.and back to work. More debits and 
credits and the beginning of the year end tx 
planning season. 1 am sure that as we pursue our 
road through life, we'll always include our “Good 
Ole Buicks” in its joys and pleasures. 


Ta 


asa good bride 


— 


With a smiling flower girl on the jump seat the Bride goes to the re 
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Delca 
SERVICE 


°38 BUICK SERIES 40 AND 60 WIRING DIAGRAM 


This enlarged wiring diagram is much easier to follow than the ones from Buick that are in the 
Owners and Service Manuals. These are after-market diagrams for use by mechanics, 

Tused it to help install a new wiring harness. After installing a wire, I used a red pencil to color in 
the wire on the diagram. That made it easy to see my progress and helped prevent any errors. 

The '38 Series 80 and 90 wiring diagrams are identical except for the door switches, dome light 
and two cigar lighters in the rear seat. I believe it can also be used for "37 Buicks. 
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OIMMER 
‘SwiTcH 


BUICK—1938 
Series 40, 60—8 Cyl. 


i 
; 
a 
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FIXING YOUR GAS TANK SENDING UNIT 


By David Bylsma (#117) 


~ 


ORIGINAL 


REPRO 


I checked out the repro gas gauge sending unit from Bob's Automobilia. It's listed asa 1939- 1955 
sending unit. CARS lists one asa 194] - 1956 sending unit. I checked the top of the unit. It will bolton 
to the gas tank with no modification other than the gas pipe that goes into the tank. It ws. bit longer than 
the original, so you'll have (o cut the pipe in order for the unit to fit in the tank 

Itworked on my 1938 Century, so would think it will fi all "37 and "38 Buicks 


(Editors Note) My ‘38 Century nuns out of gas when the gauge reads one-quarter full. The gauge is OK. so the 
ual sending unit | might add that you should take into 


problem 1s nthe sending unit, After looking at my or 
considerution that the original “gas pickup pipe” mside the tan 
with the bottom of the tank. (See inset) Also the repro send 

T just ran out of gas for the second time in 5 years because of this, so 1 can really use this tip. Thanks David. 


was cut in such a way that it was NOT flush 


g unit “float arm” might have to be altered to fit 
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38 BUICK PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE 


By Hugh Patterson (#300) 


SIMPLIFIED THROTTLE LINKAGE 


TUBING PRE 
VIBRA TION 


NTS 


CHEC TUS HINGE BEFORE GOING ON A LONG TRIP 


This san item that is often overlooked. When mine broke, I was fortunate to be only one mile 
from home and learned how todrive with the hand throule. This piece rots out over time and is very easy 
to replace while you're at home and very difficult when you're on the road with few tools 

(Reprinted from Vol. Il, No. 7) 


‘When I bought my'38-665 five yearsago, the gastank fillerdoor would not close completely because 
the two springs that keep it closed were missing as were the two rubber bumpers. 

In addition, the red tail light lenses were loose because the cork gaskets that prevent water getting, 
in were missing, Alll these parts are now available from Bob's Automoblia and other dealers 


QUESTIONS") ‘ANSWERS 


@ Inthe last issue of the Torque Tube on page 25, there wasa question about puttinga'S1 Super | 
263 CID engine into a°38, Lou Wildt #245 says the answer is MAYBE. If the engine is from a Dynaflow 
car, itwould require using a crankshaft from a standard shift car. He believes the end of the crankshaft is 
different between the standard and Dynaflow and a standard flywheel will not fit the Dynaflow crankshaft. | 
His Hollander interchange manual lists’37 -‘52 (40,50) except Dynaflow. Lou will check this out at the 
next BCA chapter meeting where they have a library which contains a master parts list. (Ed. Thanks Lou) 
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Dave Lewis says the best way to remove hubcaps without scratching the painted rim is to wrap the 
Lip of a ong (12 inches or so) screwdriver with a rag, insert it between the hubcap and rim, then give ita 
quick hit with the palm of your hand. Be sure to have a helper holding on to the hubcap so it doesn't fall 
on the ground. Dave says that when he's working alone, he uses a blanket to catch the hubcap. 

tried this and it works. I found it worked best if I tapped the handle end of the screwdriver first 
to get the rag protected blade firmly down in between the hubcap and the rim before giving. it that last hit 
with the palm of your hand. Make sure the ragalso covers the screwdriver shaft where it touches the beauty 
rim. Sometimes the hubcaps really fly out, so have the blanket spread out several feet from the rim, 
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STARTER SWITCHES 


My car like many Buicks had a push button switch when I bought it. After installing the correct Stromberg 
AAY-2 carburetor with a vacuum switch, I connected the two wires that went to the push button starter 
switch to the vacuum switch on the carburetor. So now the car starts using the accelerator pedal, just like 
it did when it left the Factory 

The vacuum switches were changed to push button ones over the years because they are not as 
reliable, I checked the wiring diagram and found I that by running two wires to the push button, I could 
keep both methods of starting my car. These two wires place the push button switch in parallel with the 
vacuum switch 

Iran one wire from the gas gauge (the side that connects to the ignition switch) and the other from 
the starter solenoid relay (the side that goes to the vacuum switch.,.use an ohmmeter to make sure you've 
gotthe correctwire). Thisis the only extra wire youcan see. Itrunsup the firewall from the starter solenoid, 
but placed it under oil pressure gauge tube, windshield wiper tube and water temperature gauge wire that 
also run up the firewall above the starter. This hides it well 

Now my car starts with either the push button under the dash or the accelerator pedal. Normally 
use the accelerator pedal, but once it failed and I was sure glad I had the push button to fall back on 


STRANGE NOISES 


Last August | took my 38-665 on a 500 mile trip to the All GM Meet in Santa Maria, Ca, with no problems 
Butshortly after returning home, I began to hear a squeaking sound from the front end. The more I drove, 
the worse the noise became. It was hard to pin down exactly where it was coming from, but it seemed to 
be from the front on the drivers side 

I raised the car, crawled under and visually check everything, found a couple of loose bolts that 
tightened, but the noise was still there. Then I removed the left front wheel and check the wheel bearings 
That was it. Some of the balls in the outer bearing were badly scored as was the race. 

After installing new bearings and races on the left front wheel, the noise disappeared. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 


In the last issue, Jack Shepherd described his 1951 trip from Vancouver to Montreal in his"38 Buick, He 
mentioned having to stop every 20 miles to regap a sparkplug as the electrodes would close. The problem 
was due to part of the ridge that holds the top piston ring in place breaking off. The small metal piece 
bounced around in the cylinder and hit the spark plug electrode and eventual closed it. The mechanic 
removed the metal piece by placing the piston at top-dead-center and blowing it out with compressed air 

This is the fourth Buick I've heard of with this problem. Jim Flack has this problem now on his"38- 
81F. A friend in Southern California told me his father's’38 had this problem on ll cylinders back in 1940. 
Another friend has this problem now on three cylinders of his"39 Buick. So if you run into this unusual 
problem you'll know what's wrong 
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LICENSE PLATE RESTORATION 


Over the years, I've had several sets of license plates restored. The best job was done by Darry!'s of St 
Petersburg. He recently did aset of 37 and 38 plates for me and they are outstanding, He charges $60 per _| 
set plus shipping, His add 


s is: 


Darryls 
4505 8th Ave. South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711 
(813) 321-8279 


CAR WAX RECOMMENDATION 


The wax Tom Kamide used to poli 


all the old cars in his wedding is a product made in Utica, N.Y. It's 
called Collinite No. 4765. Tom says he's tried many waxes and has never found one that can match the 
brilliance, durability and lusterof Collinite. Tom says to make sure you also order the pre-wax cleaner No. 
840 that is used to clean the car before waxing. You won't be disappointed! 

Ifanyone is interested, here is where to contact them. 


Collinite Corporation 

1520 Lincoln Avenue 

‘tica, New York 13502 | 
(315) 732-2282 | 


STAINLESS TRIM RESTORATION 


I've recently had several pieces of stainless trim restored by Dave Turner for my "37-665. He was 
recommended to me by Charles Van Koten of Napa, Ca. who has restored several '37 Buicks. Even Dave 
Lewis who isa pretty fussy guy was pleased with his workmanship. His address is: 
Dave Turner | 
4388 South Willow 
| 
Fresno, CA 93725 
(209) 237-0892 
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David Willard #988 
PO. Box 19502 
St. Paul, MN 55119 
(612) 731-3283 

| ‘37AT 


*Jess Greer #133 
31114 37th Ave. 
New Liberty, IA 52765 
(319) 8433375 
382 


*Paul Culp, Jr. #508 
285 Elephant Rd. 
Perkasie, PA 18944 
(215) 249-3166 
3768 "38-61 


Peter Breitenstein #989 

PO, Box 2805 

Windhoeck, NAMIBIA, AFRICA 
‘38-61 


Leo McNamara #990 
257 Elmhurst Ave. 
Elmhurst, IL 60126 
(708) 832-9345 
“STAT 


Darcy Ellison #991 
525 18A Street NW 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
38-61 
*old members who re-subscribed. 
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EDITORS NOTE 


Ifit’s easier for you to place a phone ad, 
Just call and dictate it to me 


‘My number \s (415) 941-4587 
day or evening or leave it on my 
answering machine if 'm not home, 


 Relined 2 inch wide Brake Shoes for 37-39 big series cars. 
Set for 2 wheels.....$50. all 4 wheels.......$100. 
Carl Dahl #868 
2217 9th Ave. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 441-2507 


LOTS of '38 Special - 41 four door sedan Parts For Sale: 
Alll types of engine parts, block with good crankshaft (no head), complete 
transmission, rear axle, all four coil springs, shocks, front end parts, + doors, 
trunk lid (no hinges), 2 good hood sides (missing SPECIAL emblems), steering 
wheel (needs restoring), 2 good hood halves (no stainless center strip) 


© 37 Century 15° Wheels 
37 Steering Column with Wheel needing restoration 
Lots of small parts, Call or write for your needs. | just might have it 
Ted Masilian #883 
1818 4 Mile Road 
Racine, WI 53402 
(414) 639-8066 


@ 37 Series 40 rebuilt Transmission. New bearings, bushings, thrust washers, 
reverse idler gear, countershaft, universal joint, torque ball seal kit 


All clearances put back to factory specs, $275.00 plus shipping, 
 Re-manufactured Clutch Disc for’37 40 Series. $ 39.64 plus shipping 
David Willard #988 
GS Automotive 
P.O. Box 19502 


St. Paul, MN 55119-0502 
(612) 731-3283 


FOPVORSILE 


® One pair of 1937 40 series Sidemount Fenders. The fenders include all of the 
attaching hardware (fender frame braces, spare tire supports, nuts and home 
made lock plates). No covers. The fenders are rough but solid with surface rust 
$750.00 obo. 
‘ Onerightside Sidemount Cover for 1937/1938 60series. Allstainless is nice, name 
plate is well worn in center from rubbing the fender, face plate is rusty with a 


small spot of rust out in top...... $175.00 obo 
One left side Sidemount Tread Cover with inside cover plate, nice stainless steel, 
fits 1937/1938 40 series. $ 50.00. 
Two Sidemount Lock Plates, nice, not 40 series. They fit holes which are at least 
3-3/8 inches in diameter. $ 25.00 each. 
One left side Sidemount Tread Cover that appears to be for 1937/1938 60 series 
No stainless. $ 20.00. 
Prices do not include shipping, | prefer not to ship the fenders, 
Kieth Ladderud #163 
21708 SE 291st Street 
Kent, WA 98042, 


(206) 85-BUICK 


ALL PARTS from 1937 665 Coupe (except sidemount covers) 


One Gas Pedal - Needs rubber $ 2.00 
One Front Sway Bar. $ 20.00 
@ Lower A-Frames - Complete with Spindle Mounts. $ 20,00 each 


# New Replacement Arms for A-Frames 
(in original box with threaded bushings) 
One set of Sidemount Covers for large series cars 
No hardware but has trim ring on tread covers. $700.00 FIRM 
All Pants plus shipping -UPS where possible 
Greg Marshall #148 
31732 Via Madonna 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
(714) 661-4789 


in 


35.00 each 
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WANTED & 


FOR °38 Century - 61 (New Member and owner of the COVER CAR) 
Two (left and right) Stainless Trim Rings and BUICK nameplate for sidemount 
covers. (You can see they're missing in the cover photo) 
One Stainless Trim Strip for the left (carburetor) side of the hood 
Clock for glove box door. 
Peter Breitenstein #989 
P.O. Box 2805 
Windhoek, NAMIBIA, AFRICA 


FOR '37 Century 
37 Century rebuilt orcore Rear Shock Absorbers. Have front shock absorber cores 
for trade. 
George Canavan #806 
1035 Robin Hood Ct. 
Los Altos, CA 94022 
(415) 967-4909 


WANTED... Repro Center Stainless Hood Strip for'37/38 Big Series cars, Does 
anyone have one they are not using? Must be 45 inches long, Thanks. 
Harry Logan #631 
1005 Rilma Lane 
Los Altos, CA 94022 
(415) 941-4587 


ALL OF THESE ITEMS WANTED. . Footrest for 1937 Series 90, Back seat,2 Back 
Seat Cigarette Lighters, Right Sun Visor. 
Bruce Barrett #836 
1945 McDonald 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 243-6213 
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“38 Buick Century, very rare Model 67 Sport Sedan. Only 1515 produced 
tries of the "37-38 Buick Club and 
the BSA, Completely restored California original, grey with a beautiful blue 
leather interior, dual sidemounts, rebuilt engine with only 3,000 miles plus 
recently rebuilt transmission and clutch. Ready to drive anywh there's a 
road, Photos Available 


now ane of only 5 known to exist per re 


$14,995. John Harter 
San Juan Capistrano, Ca. 
(714) 493-7674 


"37 Buick Model 47 4 door Slant Sack Sedan with original interior. This 
car is fit for the showroom. Has Senior Trippe light 


$8500 Jim O'Connor #534 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
(412) 341-0753 
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37-38 Buick 


Rubber Parts 


% Windshield Rubber "Sendioryournew Suois cag! | 
% Vent Window Rubber | caning 
% Runningbourd at | Steele Fed ay at 

« Denver NC 28037 
Convertible Root Ral | Fu TD 
Quarter Window | Mane 
% DoorWeathersti | patans 


X Suspension Rubber | iy 
Rebuild Motor Mount | sig 


Wewdnmantecieg — | Zp 
cans wg uly pts fe 
Seneendascy nay | ier 


(ne goal mind 


al 


Te ry bebe 
7 Deal Manutacturer Direct 
Perfectly Recast 
STEERING ui 
WHEELS | 1983 
1936 Thru 1947 
Sone ae WIRING —HARKESSES 
Speciy year AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION 


(602) 278-4505 


JB Donaldson © 0 


2593 W Cypress Phoenix, Arizona 85009 


WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HANDCRAFTED WITH THE 
FINEST MATERIALS 
EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 

LIMITED WARRANTY 


INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


Matley Woodgraining Service 
3119 S.E, Spyglass Dr. 
Vancouver, Washington 98684 
(206) 254-1944 


SCHEMATICS: 
ALSO OFFERING: 
WIRING SUPPLIES 
BRAIDING SERVICE 


CATALOG OR INFORMATION $2 
85 Lt, 


SAAN) IPs, 
° 


BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 


—— 


TORQUE TURE JANUARY / FEBRUARY 1903 


ANNOUNCING THE NEW 
OFFICIAL 
1937-1938 BUICK CLUB 


T-SHIRTS || 19227 
& HATS 


Be the first in your neighborhood to acquire and 
‘own a New 37-38 BUICK CLUB T-SHIRT, Haines 
Quality USA made, white with the dark blue Club 

Logo over the pocket and 2 color (dark blue/ red) 
emblem on the back so everyone will who you are 
‘a proud 1937/1938 Buick owner) coming or going! 

‘The same Club Logo appears on our Club HAT that 
is adjustable in the back to fit even the largest egos! 

1) To order aT-SHIRT or the HAT send your hard 

| earned money (US equivalent) payable to 
BILL SCHAEFFER 
2500 S, Fairview Road, Suite M 
Santa Ana, California 9. 


SHIRTS 
LARGE and X-LARG! 
XX-LARG! 


One size fits ALL. 
Shipping for any order 
All profits will be sent to our 1937-1938 Buick Club 


Parti or Compete 
Mo: Gout Resta 


{825 Sat Soconet 
Vrringfield, Minis 6 


wars Exprenn 
‘Car Muntennanie 
Sa Ope Daas 
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1937-1938 BUICK 


FRONT FLOORMAT AUTO! BILIA —__ a 
1207 98 Ser 080 
Blacker Bown (805) 434-2963 
trae 75 RUNNG BOARD RUBBER 

WATS. 160738 Seven 
DOOR WEATHERSEAL-SPONGE {0 Oni! Requres Some Song on side Ege, 
Gein OWE 81708 CLY rusre ee $2500, 
Sion ome, feoon 

RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 1997.38 
(DOOR BOTTOM SEAL gY Aihodes ALLNEW MATERA! —— GE) 
CD Typ 3 on SON ‘Needed er uring Board 


FuSTBS. Set of 8, $160.00 
TRUNK SEAL-SEDANS. 1/2 Wide, 
Ser, 80-90......TW.371 $2950 
Sedans. 3/4" Wide 
Ser, 40-60... TWS71S $2950 


HOOD REST PADS. 1997.28 6-8 Per Car 
HRS7B, 400 08 


DASH GLASS SILK'SCREENED on 
‘Back of GLASS in COLORS as 

Original 1937... SPEEDO DG97.. $38, 

RADIO....AG-37....$23 

CLOCK. C637 $28, 

$38 

23 

$28 


TRUNK SEAL For COUPES, 9/16" 1" 
‘Sponge. TL-369 $2008 


‘CLUTCH and BRAKE PEDALS Series 40-60 
Black (CB-3438K $550 08 
Brown CB-3438N, $550 08 
‘Series 80-90. CB-328K $750.00 
Brown CB.228N 85000 


1938. SPEEDO 0G.38 
RADIO...AG-38 


CLOCK. cG.38 


PLASTIC DASH KNOBS DK-7(38) $6 


PEDAL FLOOR SEALS) All Models a PLASTIC DOOR HANDLE and Window 


F875, $1300 pr Winder RINGS HE-37(38) $4 


1997 ONLY! ACCELERATOR PEDALS Series 
40.60 Back, AP-37BK $2700 
Brown......AP-378N, $2900 


OUTSIDE DOOR HANOLE CHROME 
‘and RUBBER GROMMETS. 
1 FERRULE & 1 GROMMET Por Set 


1997... DGF296. $5/Set 
198... 0GF-380, $5/Se 


SHIFT BOOT, 1997-98 Series 40 ONLY! 


Black... $8-2488K $950 


Brown... S@-3488N $1050 DOOR FERRULE INSTALATION TOOL. 


$20. Fatundabie# Returned Win od | 
20 Days. DF-TOOL. so CH | 


TIEROD ENDS 1997-38 Series 40 


| 
| rueLPUMP Kt, SER 40/FKe4. 00 
paca seer uanabe ch wa @l 


Lott Hand THREADS. TE-S71L $27.00 
Fight Hand THREADS. TE-S71A.. $2700 Jon TRUNK HANOLEILOHT MOUNTING 
SEAL ...OH381 
i368, $65, 
CARB, KITS:CARTER, CK 9806 $25.00 
STROMBERG, CK37KS $2500 MOTOR MOUNT. FRONT. All Modis 
ROUND PADS... SP.338._ $10. pr 
TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT: ALL MODELS MOUNT M347. $28.0 
TBK343 $2600 
FRONT END BUMPERS; 
19937 Ser, 40-60 Front Door VENT Window UPPER ALL... UB.979, 
REGULATORS..... WAAI7. $65. pr. LOWER (3.3K 


1837 HUB CAPS. All Ser HO-37 
16" WHEEL TRIM RINGS-TR-16S. 
1897 or 38 HOOD ORNAMENT. 


SUNVISOR BRACKETS For 40-50-60 Closed 
Cats... VB-970. $45 pr 


‘ARM FIESTS (door) METAL BRACKET and 
SPONGE not covered... $27. ea 


‘SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK: BEARINGS, 
DECALS, ENGINE PAINT. DECALS, SHOP 

MANUALS, PARTS BOOKS, BODY BOOKS and MORE. 
‘SHIPPING. 10%. max $8. min. $4. Prepaid. C.0.0. Add $4 


BOB'S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO CA. 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434-2963 
VISA- MASTERCARD or C.0.D. CATALOG #40 $3.00-PHONE ORDERS - (Write For Catalog) 


a 


VISOR ‘VANITY MIRROR. VM-368 $25 
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BUICK UPHOLSTERY KITS 


Complete your restoration with an 
authentic Buick interior from Hampton 
Coach. Each kit is made in our own 
upholstery shop to original specs using 
only the finest fabrics and materials. 


Panel Kits. Headlining Kits and Seat 
Upholstery Kits come complete, ready 
fo install 


We presently have kits available for 
many popular Buicks from 1932 to 1953 
and are in the process of adding many 
more, Specific models available for 
1937 and 1938 are as follows: 


© Model 44 «Model 61 
* Model 46 © Model 66 
* Model 468 ¢ Model 665 
* Mode! 47 © Model 67 


Model 48 (1937 only) 


Guaranteed Quality & Fit 


White or call today for free literature including samples and prices. Please be sure to 
include year and model of your Buick along with your request. 


Hampton Coach Inc., 70 High Street. P.O. Box 665, Hampton, NH 03842 (603) 926-6341 


32 — — 
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